Context 

This Charter of Human Rights and Principles on the Internet has been developed by the Dynamic Coalition on Internet Rights and Principles and draws inspiration from the APC Internet Rights Charter and other pertinent documents.

The Charter builds on the WSIS Declaration of Principles of Geneva and the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society, which recognize that Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) present tremendous opportunities to enable individuals, communities and peoples to achieve their full potential in promoting their sustainable development and improving their quality of life. Like the WSIS Declaration, this Charter aims at building a people-centered information society, which respects and upholds fundamental human rights that are enshrined in the UDHR.

This Charter is not an attempt to create new rights, but to reinterpret and explain universal human rights standards in a new context - the Internet.  The Charter re-emphasizes that human rights apply online as they do offline: human rights standards, as defined in international law, are non-negotiable.  The Charter also identifies principles, deriving from human rights, which are necessary to preserve the Internet as a medium for civil, political, economic, social and cultural development. 

Under international law, states have an obligation to protect, respect and fulfill the human rights of citizens.  The rights and principles laid out in this Charter therefore describe the responsibilities that states have in relation to the Internet.  However, the Internet is through its design a trans-boundary multi-stakeholder environment where no single entity has control: governments, businesses and people all have a role in developing the environment and control is dispersed among many institutions and actors. Thus in order for human rights to be respected in the internet environment, all society organs have a part to play. 

The Charter therefore encourages all actors to take steps to realize human rights online, on the basis of a common understanding. 

The Charter is built in two sections. The first interprets human rights and defines principles that stem from these rights for the purposes and concerns of the information society. The second section addresses the roles that different actors and stakeholders should play in order to uphold these rights and principles.  

Preamble

Whereas the Internet is a place where people communicate, meet and congregate and a basic utility for people, communities, organizations and institutions to accomplish all sorts of activities in all areas of human and society endeavor;

Whereas the affordable and knowledgeable access to the Internet has become a fundamental need to fully realize all human rights and fundamental freedoms, democracy, development and social justice;

Whereas the governance of the Internet, from its infrastructure and protocols to its applications and usages, have direct consequences on the realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, democracy, development and social justice;

Whereas the full and universal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms therefore requires the effective realization of these rights also on the Internet;

Whereas the global nature of the Internet is a precious asset to increase and sustain a better mutual knowledge, understanding and acceptance of people in a global word, beyond the significance of local and regional particularities and various historical and cultural backgrounds;

Whereas the universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated nature of human rights outweighs the specificities of any political, economic and cultural system;

Whereas the Internet have historically been a publicly as well as privately ordered space, the realization and upholding of all human rights in the digital environment require that States as well as all other society actors fulfill their responsibilities in their respective capacities;

Whereas a common understanding of how universal human rights and freedoms apply in the digital environment is necessary for the full realization of this pledge;

Therefore we bring this CHARTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE INTERNET to the end that every individual and every organ of society shall act to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures, local and global, to secure their universal and effective recognition and observance.
